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sudden downpour of recognition, was now reassured by the
discomfiture of the third witness, and came to the convenient
conclusion that the two others were no better worthy of credit.
" Never mind them," exclaimed he, addressing himself to us,
" they are talkative liars, mere gossipers ; let them alone, they
do not deserve attention; come along with me to the K'hawah
in the palace, and rest yourselves." Then turning to my poor
Damascene friend, whose only wrong was to have been over-
much in the right, he sharply chid him, and next the rest, and
led us off, most glad to follow the leader, through the narrow
and dark portal into the royal residence.

After passing between files of wandsmen and swordsmen,
Arabs and negroes, we entered on a small court, where, under
a shed, was arranged the dreaded artillery of Telal, nine pieces
in all, of different calibre, four only mounted on gun-carriages,
and out of the four just three serviceable. Of this last number
were the two large iron mortars that had played so important
a part in the siege of the Djowf. The third, a long brass field
piece, bore the date of 1810, with a very English " G. R."
(illegible, I need hardly say, for its actual possessors) embossed
above. The other guns were all more or less injured, and
quite unfit for duty, but this was a circumstance unknown to
the Arabs around, and perhaps to Telal himself, and " all the
nine" military muses seemed to impress equal awe on the minds
of the beholders. This tremendous battery had been in part
furnished by the Wahhabee monarch to 'Abd-Allah, father and
predecessor of TelSl, and in part procured by the agents of the
present reign at the seaport of Koweyt on the Persian Gulf, an
active and thriving little town.

We traversed this court, and entered a second, one side of
which was formed by the ladies' apartments, duly separated by
a high blind wall from profane intercourse, and the other by
the IsL'hawah or guest-room. This apartment was about eighty
feet in length by thirty or more in breadth, and of height
proportionate; the beams of the flat roof (for vaulting is here
unknown) rested on six large round columns in a central row.
It was of evidently recent construction, well lighted, and per-
fectly neat The coffee furnace was of dimensions propor-
tionate to those of the hall, and by its side was seated a sturdy
negro, who rose at our approach. A few guests from the neigh-